The Qomicall Hifloryof 

Comes to the priuy cofter of the State/ 

And the offenders life lies in the mercy 
Of the Duke onely.gainft all other voyce. 

In which predicament I fay, thou ftaudft :* 

For it appcares by manifeft proceeding 
That indire£Hv,and dire&ly to 
Thou haft contriucd gainft the very life 
Of the defendant : and thou haft incurd 
The danger formerly by me rehearft. 

Downe therefore, and beg mercy of the Duke* 

Gra. Beg that thou maift haue leaue to hang thy felf, 
And yet thy wealth being forfeit to the ftatc. 

Thou haft not left the value of a cord. 

Therefore thou muft be hangd at the States charge. 

Duke. That thou fhalt fee the diffrcnce of our fpirits, 
I pardon thee thy life before thou aske it : 

For halfe thy wealth, it is ssfntbonios. 

The other halfe comes to the gcnerall State, 

Which humblencffe may driue vnto a fine. 

Por. I for the ftate,not for An thonio. 

Shy. Nay,t akc my life and all,pardon not that. 

You take my houfe,when you do take the prop 
That doth fuftaine my houfe .• you take my life 
When you do take the nieanes wherby I line. 

P<?r. What mercy can you render him .Anthonto} 

Gra.K halter gratis,nothing elfe for Gods fake. 

An. So pleafe my Lord the Duke,& all the Court, 
T o quit the fine for one halfe of his goods, 

I am content ; fo he will let mehauc 
The other halfe in vfe.to tender it 
Vpon his death vnto the Gentleman 
That lately ftole his daughter. 

Two things prouided more,that for this favour* 

He prefently become a Chriftian : 

The other,that he do record a gift 
He«e in theCourt,of all he diespoffeft 


the (^Merchant of Venice* 

Vnto his fonne Lorenzo and his daughter. 

‘Du'-e .He fhall do this, or elfe I do recant 
The pardon that I late pronounced heere. 

Por. Art thou contented lew ? what doft thou fay ? 

Shy. lam content. 

Per.Clearke,draw a deed of gift. 

Shy. I pray you giue nje leaue to go from hence, 

I am not well, fend the deed after me. 

And I will figne it. 

Dukf.Gz t thee gone,but do it. 

Gra . In chrjftning (halt thou haue two Godfathers, 
Had I bene iudge,thou ftiouldft haue had ten more. 
To bring thee to the gallowe*,not the Font. 

Exit. 

Dtt ^r.Sir,I intreateyou home with me dinner. 

Per. I humbly defire your Grace of pardon, 

I muft away this night toward Vatina, 

And it is mcete I prefently fet forth. 

Bake . I am forry that your leyfurc ferues you net* 
y*»f/W/0,gratifie this gentleman. 

For in my minde you are much bound to him. 

Exit Duke ttnd his traine. 

Baf. Moft worthy gentleman,I and my friend 
Haue by your wifedome bene this day acquited 
Of greeuous penalties, in lew whereof. 

Three thoufand ducats due vnto the lew. 

We freely cope your courteous paines withall* 

Ant. And ftand indebted ouer and aboue 
In loue and feruice to you eucrmore. 

Por. He is well paid, that is well fatisfied, 

And I deliueringyou,am fatisfied, 

And therein do account my felfe well paid. 

My minde was neuer yet more mercinary. 

I pray you know me when we meete againe, 

I wifh you well, and fo I take my leaue. 
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